ALKALIES AND EARTHS*
tian, &c. were successively placed among the earths ; Chap. v.
for the soluhility of the first of these bodies in water
was long misunderstood. The whole of the lime was
not considered as soluble in water, but a certain portion
of it which approached alkalies in its nature; and though
this error had been rectified before the discovery of
strontian, yet analogy led chemists to class this body
along with lime and barytes, which had already taken
their place among earths.
The alkalies naturally  subdivided themselves into  SubcKvi-
J                                                                sions of
Jlxed and  volatile ; a distinction made at an early pe- them.
riod, sufficiently correct, and attended with many ad-
vantages.    The subdivision of the earths into alkaline
and proper was a much later improvement.    Indeed it
was only after the earths had been examined In a state
of tolerable purity that such a subdivision was possible.
Those, earths that possessed all the characteristics of
alkalies, excepting that of being very soluble in water,
were denominated alkaline, while those that were inca-
pable of neutralizing acids, and which were insoluble
in water, were considered as/ more peculiarly entitled to
the name of earth.    This subdivision was obviously
intended to correct the too great ^vagueness of the terms
earth and alkali as originally applied.    It appears more
proper than some other methods that have been prac-r
tised for the same purpose.     Fourcroy, for instance,
classes barytes and strontian  with the alkalies.     No
fault can be found with this arrangement, because the
division of these bodies into earths and alkalies is per-
fectly arbitrary.    But surely if barytes and strontian be
placed among alkalies, lime ought not to be excluded ;
for barytes and strontian do not possess a single alka-
line property of which lime is destitute.     And if lime